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This poem is simple, sonorous and graphic ; the court
page, who has just returned from accompanying the Shdh
on a winter hunting-expedition, and is in so great a hurry
to visit his friend the poet that he enters in his riding-
breeches and boc/ts (bd chakma wa skalwdr), with hair still
disordered and full of dust, and eyes bloodshot from the
glare of the sun, the hardships of exposure, and lack of
sleep, bringing only as a present from the journey (rah-
dward-i-safar) roses and hyacinths (his cheeks and hair),
rubies of Badakhshdn (his lips), and a casket of pearls (his
teeth), is a vivid picture ; and if a description of the Royal
massacre of game reminds us of the immortal Mr Bunker's
Bavarian battue1, we must remember that the wholesale
slaughters of game instituted by Chingfz Khdn the Mongol
in the thirteenth century, whereof the tradition still survives
to some extent, were on a colossal scale, altogether tran-
scending any European analogy2.

In 1887, the year before I met Ddwarfs brother Farhang
at Shfrdz, two of his unpublished poems were shown to and
copied by me in London. One was a qasida
description in praise of Queen Victoria, composed on the
of Pans.           occasion of her Jubilee, which I was asked to

translate so that it might perhaps be brought to her notice,
a hope not fulfilled. The other, composed in May of the
same year (Sha'bdn, 1304), contained a quaint description

1  See J. Storer Clouston's Lunatic at Large (shilling edition, 1912,
p. 241).

2  See Baron d'Ohsson's Histoire des Mongols (the Hague and Am-
sterdam, 1834), vol. i, pp. 404-6 ; and p. 59, n. 2 supra.